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To his niec3 he handed the tale, written with pen and
ink, for the typewriter had been invented only two years
before, and was little known then ; and he left her
curled up in a big chair. From time to time he glanced
at her, but she did not see him, for she was in another
world. Sometimes she laughed ; sometimes she cried ;
but she never stopped reading until she had read all the
story that had been written, and then she was eager for
more.
No longer was the publisher afraid to print the book ;
and since then the people of America and of Britain,
and of other countries, France, Germany, and Holland,
in which translations of the story have been printed,
have agreed that the little girl was wiser in this matter
than the grown-up author and the grown-up publisher.
These two thought that the book was dull; the little
girl was sure that the book was charming, and all the
world agrees now with the little girl.
The author of this book was Louisa Alcott ; the book
was Little Women. Thousands of copies of the sprightly
narrative were sold all over America, and the machines
were kept very busy, printing more and more editions
of this attractive story. Then the tale became known
in England ; and in this country thousands of girls and
boys were soon deep in the pages of Little Women. " We
really lived most of it, and if it succeeds that will be the
reason," said Louisa Alcott, when she had written the
tale, and this is true, for Little Women is an account of
the doings of the Alcott family.
Fame and riches came to Louisa Alcott when Little
Women was published ; but she had known a long
struggle with poverty and with other hindrances before
she had succeeded, and even now her trials did not
come to an end ; nor did they come to an end until she
died,
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